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CHARTLET

This information has been produced by
Associated British Ports specifically for people
who enjoy recreational activities afloat.

Some facts you should keep in mind:

The number of large commercial ships serving
the Port of Southampton and the number

of recreational craft afloat in local waters is
increasing. It is essential that close quarters
situations are minimised.

Most of the commercial vessels you meet will have
a UK Pilot on board regardless of the ship’s flag.
They will be monitoring VHF Channel 12.

Most ships travel at manoeuvring speeds of
between 10 and 15 knots whilst in the Solent and
Southampton Water. This will vary from ship to
ship and is “as safe as navigation and conditions
permit”.

Light, partially loaded or unevenly trimmed ships
may require to maintain a higher “as safe as
navigation permits” speed to remain under full
control.

It may take less than 10 minutes for a ship to reach
you from your visible horizon. In hazy conditions it
will take a lot less. At 10 knots a ship travels one

Recognise whistle signals. Five or more

short blasts means your intentions are not
understood and you are causing concern to
the ship. One short blast means the ship is
altering course to starboard. Two short blasts,
altering course to port. Three short blasts, the
ship is putting engines astern.

Know ship signals. A ship displaying a black
cylinder in daylight or three red lights in a
vertical line at night indicates that she is
constrained by her draught. Give her a wide
berth.

VHF Channels. Keep your radio on Channel
12, which is the port working frequency used
by Southampton Vessel Traffic Services (VTS)
and shipping.

Personal Watercraft (PWCs)

PWCs, otherwise known as jet-skis and
waterbikes, are required to exercise caution with
due regard to other water users when in the Port
of Southampton and approaches. When close to
the shoreline, in particular keep a good lookout for
swimmers. Be aware of your speed and keep clear
of ships and other craft. Always wear the Kill Cord.
The 6 knot limit in the Docks applies to all powered
craft. Monitor General Directions for watersports
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Southampton Water
and its Approaches

For centuries, the Port of Southampton has
played a vital role in British sea trade and is
situated on one of the finest natural harbours
in the world. Southampton Water and its
approaches offer leisure users excellent sailing
waters and numerous locations from the Isle of
Wight to the rivers Test and ltchen.

This Leisure Guide is designed to provide
mariners with information which will
contribute to the safe navigation and
enjoyment of the area.

Caution One: Precautionary Area

All vessels over 150m in length, whilst navigat-
ing this area, will have a MOVING PROHIBIT-
ED ZONE 1000m ahead and 100m to either
side. These vessels will display a black
cylinder by day and three all-round red lights in
a vertical line at night.

Vessels under 20m are prohibited from
entering the Moving Prohibited Zone.

Whenever possible, vessels over 150m will be
escorted by a patrol launch showing a blue
flashing light. The absence of the launch will
not invalidate the Moving Prohibited Zone (see
current LNTM & General Directions).

Caution Two: Waterskiing

Waterskiing is not permitted in the port except
in the designated area at Redbridge. It is an
offence under Harbour Byelaws to waterski
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